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COUNTY LIBRARY CONFERENCE 


We are reporting in this Bulletin the Third County Library Con- 
ference, held on April 27, 1928. The morning session was given to a 
discussion of methods and exchange of experience. In the afternoon, 
after luncheon together, the group gave attention to some of the broader 
aspects of social and economic relations involved in county library work. 


The tables printed herewith (see pp. 171-3) gave particular point to 
some of the afternoon’s discussion. Very fair support is given generally 
to the city public libraries in these counties. Yet there has been a failure 
so far to obtain even a measurably proportionate support for the county 
work undertaken from these same libraries. It is hoped that the dis- 
cussion was of assistance in developing a more accurate knowledge of 
conditions which have to be met, and in directing attention to a study 
of definite ways of meeting these problems. 
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ANNUAL COUNTY LIBRARY CONFERENCE 


The third annual conference of Wiscon- 
sin County Librarians was held in Madi- 
son on April 27; Mr. C. B. Lester, Sec- 
retary of Free Library Commission, 
presiding. 

The morning session was held in the 
assembly Judiciary Room of the Capi- 
tol. Twelve counties were represented, 
as follows: 


Brown....-..2 Miss Marian Sharp 
Columbia._......- Mrs. Hattie Peck 
Eau Claire__..~- Miss Laura Olsen 
Fond du Lac_----- - gg i 
Mrs. Emma Smit 
ia Come =. | Mrs. Schaller 
Marinette _......- Miss Hazel Laing 
Milwaukee____------- Mr. Michaels 
Outagamie -_-_- Miss Florence Day 
Racine. ....< Miss Muriel Marchant 
RTE oe ee Mrs. Horstman 
Shawano --_--- Mrs. Charles Veslak 


Winnebago § Miss Elizabeth Lathrop 
\ Mrs. Anderson 


The general theme of the meeting was 
reaching the adults. The meetings were 
very informal round table discussions 
into which every one entered freely. 

In starting the discussion Miss La- 
throp of Winnebago County said the 
thing most needed in her county was an 
adequate salary for a full time librarian 
who would have time to visit the county 
and develop the reading interests of 
each distributing center. Her experi- 
ence in serving the county by contract 
has forced upon her the conclusion that 
while a city library might very prop- 
erly start and stand behind a movement 
for county library, the county should 
take it over and support it as an en- 
tirely separate thing from the city 
library. In Winnebago county, Osh- 
kosh, Neenah and Menasha all claim 
exemption from the county library tax, 
in accordance with the law. (Mrs. 
Smith of La Crosse county reported 
that the city of La Crosse also claimed 
exemption.) The limited funds for 
library service in Winnebago county 
provide only for a part time worker 
who, fortunately for the county, is very 
generous of her time. Mrs. Steele, cus- 
todian of the Waukau branch of the 


Winnebago county library, last year cir- 
culated more than 6,000 volumes. Al- 
though a busy mother, she not only 
finds time herself to read, but to inter- 
est others in reading. Her collection 
now includes 550 volumes. 

Miss Sharp of Brown county told of 
one enthusiastic custodian who uses the 
kitchen of her home as the station of 
the county library, and who borrows 
books on everything from bird houses 
to fireplaces in cabins for her patrons. 
Miss Sharp told also of the station at 
Duck Creek which now serves 43 bor- 
rowers; among them a crippled man, 
who rises at four in the morning, to read 
three or four books a week. 

Miss Marchant of Racine told of a 
custodian of a store station where 
formerly but eight or ten books were 
borrowed each week. On one of her 
visits this custodian asked if the library 
had nothing but novels. He, the custo- 
dian, was interested in psychology. 
She immediately sent him three or four 
books on psychology to look over. 
When next she visited that station, he 
reported that he was “circulating them 
all around.” Shortly after this two ad- 
ditional boxes of books were sent to 
that station; the custodian gleefully re- 
ported that his circulation jumped to 
92, and he recently asked for book ends. 
Another man custodian in Racine county 
has circulated books on machinery very 
widely. 

Miss Laing of Marinette county told 
of the branch at Peshtigo, where the 
movement was locally sponsored by the 
Woman’s Club, who pay the custodian 
one dollar for each afternoon the library 
is open. She spoke also of a clerk of a 
School Board, who asked for a collec- 
tion of books on history for his cross 
roads store. When he got them, he en- 
joyed them so much that he interested 
his neighbors, and it was difficult to 
pry him loose. Now, however, he has 
been interested in all kinds of books— 
both for himself and his patrons. A 
collection of books placed in the 4-H 
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Camp last summer was so popular that 
some of the club members wanted to 
take the books home. This suggested 
the possibility of enlisting these well 
developed 4-H Clubs in the county as 
sponsors for the local stations. Miss 
Laing has found that library service 
given through schools tends to become 
service to children only, and usually for 
only the school year. 

Miss Lathrop reported that in select- 
ing the service stations, she had asked 
the chairman of each town to appoint 
some one to act as custodian, and the 
results had justified her action. 

Mr. Michaels reported that in Mil- 
waukee county there are now 50 full 
time stations—out of 147 agencies 
through which the library is serving the 
county. 

Mrs. Smith said that whereas origin- 
ally the La Crosse county service was 
given largely through schools, now the 
Home Makers Clubs all over the county 
are asking for collections. 

In Columbia county, Mothers Clubs 
are well developed, and ultimately the 
library will work through them. 

Shawano county, has only recently re- 
ceived its meagre appropriation, but 
Mrs. Veslak has already written to 
rural teachers, offering them Reading 
Circle Service. Parent Teachers Asso- 
ciations and Mothers Clubs have not 
been developed in the county. 

The Eau Claire County Traveling Li- 
brary service is largely through schools, 
Miss Olsen said. 

Miss Janes, of Fond du Lac Public 
Library, reported that in this, their first 
year of service to the county, she had 
received very great help from Mr. 
Lowe, the County superintendent. She 
consulted with the chairman of the 
Town Board as to the best location for 
the branches and stations, for she tried 
to find places outside the school. In 
Campbellsport, the library is housed in 
the former office of a physician. In 
Eden, the Director’s Room of the bank 
is now serving as the branch library. 
The policy in Fond du Lac county is to 
get the people in the habit of going to 
the store, or bank for their books, for it 
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is felt that the school children can take 
care of themselves. 

One of the best stations in Winnebago 
county is in a drug and confectionery 
store. Racine reported a very success- 
ful branch in a bank, in which the teller 
acts as custodian. Milwaukee county 
has found that some of the churches 
make very good distributing centers, 
and are even willing to open three times 
a week to give this service. 

Miss Janes told of a successful ex- 
hibit of agricultural books. The A. L. 
A. list of Fifty Books for Farmers was 
checked with their own resources. The 
books were exhibited in the Main Li- 
brary, and word of this exhibit sent to 
the various stations in the county with 
the suggestion that after a certain date, 
the books would be available for loan. 
Interest in the exhibit, both in the city 
and the county has been keen. 

Mrs. Anderson of Winnebago county 
always types annotations on the list of 
books sent to the stations. 

Miss Sharp reported that she pastes 
book comments on the back of the books. 

Miss Janes sends the book jackets to 
be posted at the distributing centers. 

Payment of custodians was discussed. 
Columbia county pays nothing to custo- 
dians, although Wyocena raises money 
by bake-sales to pay for the local custo- 
dian. At both Fall River and Doyles- 
town the collections are housed in 
stores. 

Milwaukee custodians of branches 
serving communities are paid 2% cents 
per circulation. The school teachers are 
paid nothing unless the local station is 
open after school hours, for community 
use. All schools in Milwaukee county 
are visited once a week. La Crosse 
county pays no custodians. In Fond du 
Lac county, the village of Campbellsport 
has arranged for the payment ef its 
custodian. Racine county pays nothing 
to school teachers but 1 cent per circu- 
lation to community stations. The Vil- 
lage Board of Waterford pays $25 per 
year to the local custodian. Miss Mar- 
chant expressed the hope that Racine 
county could soon pay a flat sum to com- 
munity custodians. 
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Miss Janes raised the questions of 
counting the circulation of county books 
loaned through public libraries. The 
concensus of opinion was that it was 
perfectly proper for the county library 
report to show the number of county 
books loaned through a public library 
in the county, as well as through a sta- 
tion in a school house or store. It also 
seems proper for that local public 
library to report a circulation of so 
many county books in addition to so 
many locally owned ones. Inasmuch as 
the state never publishes a grand total 
of circulation through all public libra- 
ries, there is no duplication. 

The discussion then turned to Pub- 
licity. Miss Marchant considers per- 
sonal publicity best—that given in talks 
before groups. 

Many talks on books are given before 
the P. T. A. groups, Community Clubs, 
and always the books discussed are left 
in the community for circulation. Early 
in the fall, letters offering to speak at 
these groups were sent out by the li- 
brary. Sometimes the talks have 
hinged round books on the Patron’s 
Reading Circle. The local custodians 
send notes to the three Racine County 
newspapers, whenever new books are 
received at their stations. One paper 
published a “grab bag” last winter, in 
which questions of all kinds were asked 
and answered. Two sets of questions 
on the county library, its support and 
the service offered were printed, and 
gave the library much publicity. 

Miss Laing told of her plan for get- 
ting the popular new books moving 
among county patrons. The announce- 
ment of this service printed and widely 
distributed through the county, read as 
follows: 

The Marinette County Library is begin- 
ning a new service to the adult county bor- 
rowers. A number of the new books of fic- 
tion and non-fiction have been bought and 
are to be loaned by parcel post for a period 
of two weeks. This service has been insti- 
tuted because of the number of requests 
received from county patrons for the newer 
books. A county borrower may obtain 
these books by sending in a request to the 
Marinette county library at Marinette, Wis. 
The following is the list of books for this 
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month, new books will be added each month 
to this parcel post collection and a list will 
be published in the papers. 


Cather—Death comes for the archbishop 
Settlement of our southwest. 
Deeping—Kitty 
Struggle of a mother and wife for the 
possession of her man. 
Deeping—Sorrell and Son 
Portrayal of a father’s love for his son. 
De La Roche—Jalna 
A story of Canada, the Atlantic Monthly 
prize story. 
Grey—Forlorn river 
A straightforward story of brave men 
and loyal women and wild horses in 
northern California. 
Halliburton—Glorious adventure 
Halliburton—Royal Road to romance 
Both Halliburton books are fascinating 
adventure stories. 
Lincoln—The dancing silhouette 


A murder cleverly solved. 
Lind bergh—We 


A mater-of-fact, unassuming account of 
Lindbergh’s career. 
Ludwig—Napoleon 
A popular life of Napoleon. 
Morrow—Forever free 
A story of Abraham Lincoln. 
Packard—Two stolen idols 
A good mystery story. 
Rolvaag—Giants of the earth 
The struggle of a Norwegian settlement 
in South Dakota. 
Tomlinson—Gallions reach 


Unforgettable pictures of the beauty and 
glamor of the sea. 


Van Dine—Canary murder case 
A thrilling murder tale. 
Wescott—Grandmothers 
Story of early Wisconsin Days. 


Mr. Michaels said that in Milwaukee 
the book talks were not given by mem- 
bers of the library staff proper, but by 
the local custodians, especially by the 
rural teachers, who did it very ably. 
Ten books of non-fiction are sent with 
all fiction groups. Every effort is made 
to fill all requests for special books. 
The best publicity for their library is 
the blue and white metal signs, 3 feet x 
5 feet, which are sent to each station. 

The County Fair as a means of pub- 
licity was warmly recommended by Mrs. 
Smith. Members of the La Crosse 
County Library Board stayed at the 
booth at the Fair Grounds, and the li- 
brarian stayed at the library headquar- 
ters to care for the demands created at 
the booth. 
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One patron in Racine county who vis- 
ited the Library tent at the County 
Fair, left a request for two books on 
gardening to be sent to her the next 
January, when planning her garden. 

The Winnebago County Library 
Booth—a photograph of which was re- 
produced in the January, 1928 issue of 
the Wisconsin Library Bulletin brought 
many requests for books. 

The transportation of books to the 
county was a problem handled differ- 
ently in the counties represented. Miss 
Day of Outagamie found that some of 
the fiber cases purchased did not possess 
good wearing qualities. Mrs. Smith 
spoke of some especially strong fibre 
cases, with reinforced corners and 
strong handles, which she purchased 
from a local firm at $2.20, each case 
holding about 30 books. Fond du Lac 
county is using corrugated pasteboard 
cartons—with gummed paper strips to 
fasten them. The patrons like them 
because they can carry them out to 
their cars. In Winnebago county, the 
patrons and custodians are urged to call 
for the shipments because it saves post- 
age and leaves more money for books. 
Marinette county pays outgoing trans- 
portation charges, and the station pays 
incoming charges. 

The four outstanding needs of the 
county libraries, as gathered from the 
roll call on “What I would do first in my 
county if I had adequate funds;” proved 
to be 

(1) More staff—The need for at least 
one full time trained worker, who could 
visit frequently the branches and sta- 
tions, was emphasized by several county 
librarians. 

(2) Better transportation—particu- 
larly a book auto which would take not 
only books, but professional service to 
the outlying districts. 

(3) More books—reference, as well as 
circulating books. 

(4) More branches and stations. 

After this statement of the needs for 
real county development, each of them 
dependent upon more adequate financial 
support, the meeting adjourned to the 
College Club for luncheon. 
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Three Significant Tables 


Per Capita Support for Library Purposes in 
Wisconsin Counties (For Portion of 
County Served)—1927 Figures 

r 





Pe 

County Pop. Capita 
bo EET OTe 25,707 16 
OS eee 17,337 .03 
I .207 -005 
po eo 10,100 15 
Eau Claire ........ 12,798 -02 
Fond du Lac...... 20,935 05 (1928) 
~~, wadaeweele 16,481 -06 
OOO ee 13,934 -25 (1928 
——- 13 ‘ ; 
Marinette -10 (192 
Milwaukee a 
Oo eee .10 
Outagamie -02 
Se -08 
ee ee 01 

ME Wadiecaeengcs -46 
BOO Sekcurnccanne -O1 
Shawano -02 (1928) 
Trempealeau ...... 18,106 -01 
Winnebago ....... 15,555 09 
WEN Sccccevecens 18,367 .12 (Includes 


Witter fund) 


Per Capita ppropristion for Library Pur- 


poses (192 n Wisconsin Cities Be- 
tween 10,000 and 29,000 Population. 

Per 

City Pop. Capita 
ME Sa viwssedstesaes 19,561 .69 
BER Gcacvaccueceeuuvas 11,334 41 
RON iv oba ks moccawemmuans 1,284 -56 
We OR hc ceccweunwns 0,880 .66 
po OG eee 23,427 1.00 
TEMROEME CiGandceeaacnee 8,290 -60 
pO rece 13,610 17 
Stevens POM «nc ccccccec 11,371 44 
IN ia t-6. 06 dad 609 a dneea 661 37 
WE I Sarcicee ceeiesans 13,765 58 


A comparison of the support of the city li- 
brary service and the county library 
service given from the same plant. 


City County 
per per 
Capita Capita 


County 
Figures Figures 
1926 1927 
Brown 
De Fore Pi Baiccss .57 -16 
Green Bay P. L.... 48 


Fond du Lac 
Fond du Lac P. lL. 1.00 06 


Langlade 

Antiags P. Laccecces 1.17 -13 
Marinette 

Marinette P. L..... 77 -10 (1928) 
Milwaukee 

Milwaukee P. L.... .59 
Oconto 

Oconto P. Ls ..cce. -40 10 
Outagamie 

Appleton P. L...... .69 -02 
Pepin 

Durand P. L......-. 49 08 
Racine 

sone Pe Tas ccc 68 -46 
Winnebago 

Oshkosh P. L...... on .09 
Wood 

Marshfield P. L..... -94 

Nekoosa P. L...... -73 12 


Wis. Rapids P. L... 




















































Wisconsin Libraries Receiving County Funds 


County 
Location Area 
Librarian 


MPN oad bs cdscceewrearns 538 


COTTIRITIER, on 6 oosevicewes 798 
Portage 
Mrs. Hattie Peck 


Juneau 
Martha Gebhardt 


oie) i eae eer 1,549 
Superior 
Vera Rehnstrand 


COO oC! ee 667 
Eau Claire P. L. 
Laura Olsen 


POND: DO TAC 6 osiccsicsecc 722 
Fond du Lac 
Leila Janes 


Rf ig) | 581 
Jefferson 
A. J. Thorne 


eA: RNS okiov eee eeees 480 
La Crosse 
Mrs. Emma Smith 


LANGLADE ..ccccssses pieielets 868 
Antigo P. L. 
Florence Dunton 


MARINE TE csictesececes 1,439 
Marinette P. L. 
Hazel Laing 


BATE ATID oo vc.6:0.0.0 0-50.06 242 
Milwaukee P. 
Samuel Mekinop 


CB oss cso oesnresciw’s 1,118 
Oconto P. 
Mrs. Ruth Francis 


OUTAGAMIE.  ..c06ecsccses 654 
Appleton P. L. 
Florence Day 


| ai Ste eer 240 
Durand P. L. 
Mrs. E. M. Dunlap 


PORTA isc ce sscdeses coe 817 
—_——— fF 


SN iio i ok so Do Hee siowios 338 
Racine P. L. 
Louise Hunt 


BAW nc csrcccsvvcscvevces 851 


Baraboo P. L. 
Miss Cooper 


BHAWANO ......ccc0ee 1,152 
Shawano P. 
Mrs. Eiuitins Veslak 


TREMEALEAU ........ pate 747 
vo P. L. 
Fransena Chaffee 


Os) 


ooD 
Marshfield 
Alice Miilara 
aomeeet ge CRAB reo ‘ 
Mrs. D. Coumack 
Wisconsin Rapids P. L.... 
Mrs. Alice Morris 


Popula- 
tion 


25,707 


17,337 


28,207 


10,100 


12,798 


20,935 


16,481 


13,934 


13,020 


18,921 


44.369 


19,485 


25,245 


5,964 


21,690 


16,572 


19,722 


28,729 


18,106 


15,555 


18,367 


App. 
1927 
1,200 
3,000 


600 
150 
1,500 


200 


100 
2,800 
2,000 


1,060 


2,000 
500 
500 
250 

8,363 


200 


50 
1,600 
1,000 


300 
1,000 
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Disburse- 
ment 
1927 


1,235.90 
3,000.00 


475.45 


1,315.09 


208.81 


100.00 


2,868.83 


1,005.23 


1,949.95 


357.98 


255.00 


8,065.91 


195.59 


54.87 


1,116.16 


467.99 


App. 
1928 


1,000.00 


3,600.00 


2,000.00 


2,000.00 


500.00 


500 


1,500 
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Books Sta- Circu- 
tions lation 
51 
845 39 30,518 
2,685 47 
3,958 75 
3,045 43 4,894 
533 3,428 
4,715 86 30,057 
58 19,700 
8,138 83 12,351 
286 618,452 
6,707 41 245.40 
435 5 
787 16 
11,214 92 67,444 
2,089 19 1,639 
3,050 
3,998 36 12,858 
46 6,281 
3,006 68 13,639 
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Tax Support for a Few Public Libraries 


1897 
(From second Biennial Report of Com- 
mission) 

Per 

Pop Tax Capita 
ANpIetoOnN ..cceses 14,641 2100 14 
pe eee eee 5,484 1177 21 
Wau Cilnive ....%. 18,637 3000 .16 
Fonddu Lac .... 13,051 2500 Bat 
Green Bay ices. 18,290 1600 .08 
Marinette ....... 15,286 5.00 -03 
CONROE wccncenes 26,947 2000 .07 
gS err 24,889 2489 -10 


The atternoon session was devoted to 
a discussion of some of the fundamental 
questions of financial and social rela- 
tionship between town and _ country 
which are so important in the develop- 
ment of county library work. The facts 
brought out in the tables printed here- 
with furnished the texts. Why this con- 
trast between the support of city and of 
county library work? What do the city 
and village owe to the rural parts of the 
county in money support of libraries? 
Must we begin over again in building 
popular support for library service in 
the country? 

The discussion was informal and gen- 
eral. Prof. J. H. Kolb opened the dis- 
cussion and was followed by Ralph Am- 
mon, Agricultural Editor of the Wis- 
consin State Journal, and Dr. Edwin E. 
Witte, chief of the Legislative Refer- 
ence Library, and contributions and 
comment were added by practically all 
others present. As their remarks were 
not prepared for detailed reporting we 
have endeavored here to give a general 
summary of the discussion. Very often 
the statements made were in the form 
of questions to provoke comment and to 
bring out varied experiences, and not as 
expressions of conclusions. 

Some provocative findings were pre- 
sented regarding reading habits. Facts 
for one hundred families from four 
school districts in Racine and Rock 
counties suggest the farming public is 
distinctly a daily newspaper reading 
public, but is much less so as regards 
the weekly newspaper. There is much 
reading of magazines, with the agricul- 
tural papers leading the list. 

Fifty one percent of these families 
had less than twenty-five bcoks in the 
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home library (other than school books) 
and seventeen had none. Also although 
both these counties are well supplied 
with libraries and Racine has a county 
system, fifty-six percent of these fami- 
lies had borrowed no books during the 
past year, and none had borrowed more 
than twenty-five. The books borrowed 
had come about equally from neighbors, 
from the school library, and from the 
public library (local and traveling libra- 
ries). 

The presentation of these facts led to 
the comment—to provoke discussion 
rather than as a conclusion—that the 
farming population does not yet feel the 
need for nor have a sense of possession 
of the public library as a service agency 
of their own. If that is measurably true, 
can the farmers be expected to support 
and provide funds for a public library 
service? Are these farmers families at 
present satisfied with farm papers and 
daily papers plus the school library re- 
sources for the children? 

The public library has been histori- 
cally a town institution. Municipal 
limits do make a difference. The farmer 
has not had an investment in the public 
library and it has not been a part of his 
own scheme of living. The school and 
the church have been on a different 
basis—they have been a part of the 
farmer’s economy. This point of view 
is a social and psychological element in 
the whole county library problem. 
Much must be done in making books a 
part of the farmer’s regular life and 
work before they will regularly make 
provision for books. 

Who are the users of the county libra- 
ries? Are they in iarger proportion 
the dwellers in the villages and little 
towns rather than those out on the 
farms in the really rural areas? Yet 
village and town and city are drawing 
continually from the rural areas for 
their own upbuilding, for the country 
is the area of surplus population. 

Along the line of types of reading 
interest there was also an interesting 
presentation of the preliminary results 
of a study of the use of newspaper sub- 
ject matter in reading. Such a study 
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may indicate lines of actual interest in 
reading (so far as supplied by the daily 
paper) whereas facts as to acquisition 
of papers or magazines or books are not 
necessarily indicative of actual use. 

While the returns were not such as to 
permit of any final conclusions, there 
seemed to be some rather definite indi- 
cations. For instance, there is a much 
greater divergence of interest between 
men and women than between country 
and city, so far as the entire newspaper 
is concerned. The greatest divergence 
of interest seemed to appear between 
rural men and city women. Some dozen 
broad categories of newspaper content 
were used, and among these the major 
interests for men were in farm ques- 
tions, politics, and sports. 

Taking the whole group of subjects, 
the rural women read a larger percen- 
tage (70) of these groups than any of 
the other classifications of readers. 
Next were rural men (64) then city 
men (58) and then city women (50). 

The results of this study were dis- 
cussed in some detail and it is sincerely 
hoped that this material may be de- 
veloped for a printed report which would 
have much value as indicating lines of 
interest in reading. Such information 
would be a real guide to librarians in 
book supply. 

The financial situation of course came 
in for discussion. In the progress of 
rural affairs there are many interests 
competing for attention and appropria- 
tion of funds. What does the county 
really need next? What can the farm- 
ers afford? There is a combined basis 
of need, value, and financial ability, 
but there is obviously, in our system of 
local government, this element of com- 
petitive presentation in the budgeting 
of funds for next social needs. 

What is the present financial situa- 
tion for farm people? Reference was 
made to a recent report on Dane county 
which stated that in 1924 farmers paid 
in taxes nearly three times as much of 
their next income (in percentage) as 
did city and village people. If the 
farmer knows that he is paying a much 
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heavier load in the general property tax 
than do the city and village people, 
most certainly he will scrutinize very 
carefully any suggestions leading to ad- 
ditional taxation. This disparity, it is 
stated, has greatly increased since the 
war, and farm incomes have not in- 
creased in proportion. 

Figures were presented showing the 
rating of all counties as prepared by an 
advertising concern based on 1925 agri- 
cultural schedules. This did not seem 
to show any very direct correlation be- 
tween the financial rating and the 
amount of support for county library 
work. There may be some counties in 
Wisconsin where the support of an ade- 
quate county library system would be a 
burden. Probably such counties should 
cooperate with their neighbors. 


There was some discussion also of the 
implications of the situation regarding 
mortgaged farm property. Of the 
farms owned 59.9 percent are mort- 
gaged and in 1925 the ratio of mort- 
gages to total farm value was 49 per 
cent, the average mortgage being over 
$4,000. 

This part of the discussion also led 
into some consideration of the area over 
which the support of a library system 
should be equalized. Wisconsin has 
just passed some very significant legis- 
lation regarding the apportionment of 
school costs. This new basis for distri- 
bution of the cost of educational oppor- 
tunities through the schools may have 
some suggestion for the library situa- 
tion. What does the city owe to the 
country in the support of education? 
And in the support of an adequate 
library service as “an integral part of 
public education?” 

In the make-up of most of our county 
boards, however, what is the proportion 
of members from village and city, and 
from the towns or open country? What 
is the result of this situation in the de- 
termination of taxation for the county 
as a whole? This developed some dis- 
cussion of the validity of the usual 
county library law provision regarding 
the taxation for county libraries of 
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cities and villages which have local 
libraries. Such cases need the demon- 
stration of the value of a real coopera- 
tion through which the existing library 
also may greatly benefit by sharing in 
the service of the larger system. 


This discussion on general rural rela- 
tions took up the whole afternoon, and 
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was doubtless one of the most stimulat- 
ing meetings we have ever held. It 
opened many avenues which need the at- 
tention of those interested in county 
library development. This brief sum- 
mary suggests the main lines of dis- 
cussion and we may be able to present 
some of these matters in more detail 
later. 





COUNTY MEETING AT MARINETTE 


A county library round table was held 
at Marinette on May 3, in connection 
with the Regional Conference of Social 
Work. The story of county library 
service was told by speakers who are 
in county library work or are patrons 
of county libraries. Miss Harriet Long, 
Wisconsin Free Library Commission, 
sketched the growth of the county 
library idea. Miss Larsen, in charge of 
the county department of the Menominee 
(Michigan) library told of the 16 com- 
munity branches established in Menomo- 
nee county. The library in Menominee 
is supported by city and county in 
equal amount. 

Mr. George Silverwood, Principal of 
Schools at Denmark, Brown County, 
Wisconsin, spoke in warmest apprecia- 
tion of the service which the county de- 
partment of the Green Bay Public 
Library gave his school. The modern 
contract plan of teaching necessitates 
a large book supply for the child is re- 
quired to search out material to “fulfill” 
his contract. Frequent and heavy de- 
mands were made upon the county 
library service for the school library 
was unable to supply this material. 
The teachers of the Denmark school 
have discussions of professional books 
every six weeks and must rely upon the 
county library book service for these 
books. 

Mrs. Korotev, Librarian of the Gil- 
lette Public Library, told how her small 
public library was strengthened by the 
Oconto County Library Service. The 


Gillette Library has only $300.00 per 
year for support, consequently can pur- 
chase comparatively few books. The 
county library not only furnishes col- 
lections of books for general reading 
which keep the library a live source of 
interest to the readers but has been of 
inestimable aid in furnishing the special 
material needed for club papers, ora- 
torical contests, school work, etc. 

Mrs. Albright of Peshtigo told of the 
efforts the club women of her town 
made to build up a public library serv- 
ice for the community. With their 
very limited funds they depend largely 
upon the Marinette County Library for 
the books which will hold the reading 
interests of the community. 

Miss Constance Bement of the Michi- 
gan State Library told how the county 
libraries are developed in Michigan. 
In marked contrast to Menominee 
county where the service is entirely to 
a rural population, is Wayne county, 
where service is given to the county 
outside of Detroit through very well 
established branches and reading rooms, 
in communities almost urban in charac- 
ter. Over in St. Clair county, from the 
Port Huron Library, service is given 
through twelve well established stations 
in addition to school service. The 
library car, appropriately named “Mi- 
nerva” enables headquarters to keep in 
constant touch with the patrons in all 
parts of the county. 

The meeting was attended by about 
forty people. 





WHAT THE COUNTY LIBRARIAN SHOULD KNOW ABOUT RURAL LIFE 


There is need for something in the 
way of a Reading with a Purpose 
course for county librarians. The libra- 


rian who is to come into contact with 
country people should know something 
about agricultural economics. She 
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should know something of rural sociol- 
ogy and rural psychology. And this 
is as true for the head librarian who is 
planning a campaign for county library 
support as for the one who is to do the 
actual work once the support is at- 
tained. What’s all this talk about un- 
fair taxation? What’s back of this de- 
mand for farm relief in Congress? 
What are the social conditions in farm- 
ing communities in this day of good 
roads and radio? Why is the farmer so 
suspicious that the town is trying to 
put something over on him? What sort 
of library service does the farmer want 

—supposing he wants any at all—and if 

not, why not? 

As an approach to some of these prob- 
lems, the following brief reading course 
is suggested. 

1. For the stimulation of a new point 
of view on town and country re- 
lations: 

Town and Country, by E. E. 
Miller, fresh from the Univer- 
sity of North Carolina Press. 

2. Kor the facts about town and coun- 
try relations here at home in Wis- 
consin: 
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Service Institutions for Town 
and Country, by J. H. Kolb. 
Research Bulletin 66. Agri- 
cultural Experiment Station. 
Madison. December, 1925. 


3. For a survey of the three-fold as- 
pects of successful rural life, 
profitable farming, efficient mar- 
keting and worth-while living: 

Making the Most of Agriculture, 
by Professors Macklin, Kolb 
and Grimes. Ginn, 1927. 


4. For an intimate view of one of the 
important factors in the situation: 
The Woman on the Farm, by 
Mary Meek Atkeson. Cen- 
tury, 1924. 


5. And finally, for the person who wants 
a good introductory text covering 
the whole subject of rural sociol- 
ogy, one of the following: 

Constructive Rural Sociology, 
by John M. Gillette. rev. ed. 
Macmillan. 

Rural Sociology, by Carl C. 
Taylor. Harper, 1926. 

Elements of Rural Sociology, by 
N. L. Sims, Crowell, 1928. 





NOTES FOR LIBRARIANS 
Edited by Agnes King 


Good Taste in Book Bindings 


More and more do many publishers’ 
books lack decency in the sense of the 
good Mr. Webster’s second definition. 
In an effort to do something sensational, 
or at least distinctive, they resort to all 
sorts of tricks and stunts with type and 
bindings, which are at best illegitimate 
and at worst abortive. The most care- 
fully executed of these books seem to be 
done in the manner of advertisements; 
the worst are quite indescribable. 

Some add to the former effect by the 
use of special advertising borders, trade- 
marks and other publicity material as 
decorative units in headbands, initials, 
endleaves, etc. This is the worst pos- 
sible taste. The publisher’s colophon 
has its rightful place on the title-page 





(if the design of the book and the draw- 
ing of the mark permit its use), and the 
printer’s mark may go on the last page, 
but that is all. 

Many seem to think that bold types 
and clashing colors are “modernistic”; 
that “modernism” excuses all sorts of 
lapses of taste and departures from tra- 
dition. The truth is that the same prin- 
ciples of design apply to this as to any 
“period” style, and the use of the mod- 
ern is only rendered more difficult for 
the designer by the lack of accepted 
models for him to follow. 

Overdressing,—too much color, too 
much decoration, too much attempt at 
impressiveness or attracting attention— 
the same qualities that are vulgar in a 
person are vulgar in a book,—or a 
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house, or a car, or anything else. A 
bright binding and a bright lining and a 
stained top and a colored title-page are 
too much for one book,—and so are any 
three of them, most of the time. An 
ever-brilliant-book may be a pleasant 
sort of color in a drawing room, but it 
will still be an ugly book. And the 
drawing room is probably a dull room if 
it needs it! 

Restrain the use of color; restrict the 
use of ornament; avoid tricks and 
stunts; and your book will at least be 
decent, “moderate but sufficient; hence 
reasonably satisfying.” 

Above all things, avoid the so-called 
“pattern” cloths. This embossing is 
always done in imitation of some other 
material, looks cheap, is less pleasant to 
handle, and is difficult to stamp prop- 
erly. The new “natural finish’ rough 
cloths are suitable for ink stamping 
only. They are not practical either for 
stamping or handling. (They are pro- 
duced in imitation of the German 
cloths, but the Germans use them bhe- 
cause they are cheaper over there, not 
because they prefer them). 

Select papers in which the units of 
the pattern are small and are repeated 
a number of times. Do not use papers 
that suggest wallpaper or envelope lin- 
ings, or that have any such obvious as- 
sociation. The stamping on the cloth 
backs used with decorated boards 
should be simple and entirely free from 
decoration. 

In general do not use any materials 
in binding that are imitations of other 
material,—i. e., papers that look like 
cloth, or cloths that look like leather. 

Limit the use of end-papers that are 
purely decorative to books that have 
very simple bindings. 

—Publishers’ Weekly, 
1928. 


February 4, 


Real Names of Authors Writing Under 
Well-known Pseudonyms 
Librarians may be interested in this 
list of “real names,” the real name be- 
ing given first: 


Aldington, Hilda Doolittle—H. D. 
Armstrong, Harold—Henry G. Aikman 
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Ashton, Winifred—Clemence Dane 
Baker, Ray Stannard—David Grayson 
Beck, L. Adams—Louis Moresby 
De la Pasture, Edmee Elizabeth 
E. M. Delafield 
Dunkerley, William Arthur—John Oxenham 
Graves, Clothilde Inez Mary—Richard De- 
han 
Hall, Josef Washington—Upton Close 
Hannay, James O.—G. A. Birmingham 
Jameson, Mrs. Annie E.—J. E. Buckrose 
King-Hall Magdalen—Cleone Knox 
Kuyumjian, Dikran—Michael Arlen 
Millay, Edna St. Vincent—Nancy Boyd 
O’Brien, Edward J. H.—Arthur Middleton 
Oppenheim, E. Phillip—Anthony Partridge 
Ostrander, Isabel—Robert Orr Chipperfield, 
David Fox, Douglas Grant 
Phillpotts, Eden—Harrington Hext 
Porter, Harold E.—Holworthy Hall 
Porter, Eleanor H.—Eleanor Stewart 
Tracy, Louis—Gordon Holmes 
—North Dakota Library Notes. 


Monica— 


Mrs. Lenroot’s Reminiscences 


Mrs. Irvine Lenroot’s reminiscences 
of her childhood in northern Wisconsin 
which appeared during the year in the 
Wisconsin Magazine under the title 
Long Long Ago are to be issued in book 
form, according to Hardy Steeholm, the 
editor. “The price of the book is two 
dollars and I intend to make it a fine ex- 
ample of printer’s art—cloth bound, 
high grade paper, and many illustra- 
tions, including some that did not ap- 
pear in the published articles.” The 
book will be ready in the fall and ad- 
vance orders may now be sent to the 
Wisconsin Magazine. 


Historical Atlas of Wisconsin 


“The Historical Atlas of Wisconsin, 
which we are accustomed to recommend, 
was published by Snyder, Van Vechten 
& Co. of Milwaukee in 1878. It is an 
excellent work; the maps of the several 
counties are unusually clear and well 
drawn, and very accurate. As it refers 
to conditions in Wisconsin fifty years 
ago, the maps are useful for historical 
purposes. The text, also, is very de- 
pendable. The general portions were 
written by experts in the various fields 
of geology, botany, history, etc. and 
while not in line with the conclusions of 
recent scientific and historical research, 
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these articles are excellent summaries 
in their fields. The county histories are 
very carefully written, and at the time 
they were collected many of the pioneer 
settlers were still living; the accounts, 
therefore, of early settlements of Ameri- 
cans in the several counties are full and 
accurate, and almost all of the charac- 
ter of source material. There is no 
present day compilation that is as use- 
ful and available. If one considers the 
perspective of a half century he will 
find this atlas valuable for Wisconsin 
local history. It has been long out of 
print, therefore any Wisconsin library 
which has one may consider it a treas- 
ure.” L. P. K. 
State Historical Society. 


Unbound Magazines to Dispose of 


The Neenah Public Library will send 
to any library that will pay transporta- 
tion, copies of any of the following: 


Atlantic Monthly 
1902 Complete 
1920 June missing 
anne Complete 


22 
1938 Jan. & Dec. missing 


Harper’s Monthly 
1897 Complete 
1907 Sept. missing 
1908 Complete 
1909 
1910 “ 

1911 ae 
1912 is 

1913 

1914 Feb. & Mar. missing 

915 Complete 

1917 ? 


1918 is 
1919 = 


(June, 1928 


1920 Complete Also a set with Oct. miss- 


in, ns 
1921 Compl 
1922 ion & “oct. missing 


National Geographic 
sue Complete 


Scribner’s 
1902 Complete 


World’s Work 
1924 Complete 


Bound Magazines 


Century—Brown—Leather back and corners 
Vols. 27—28—29—30—31— 
(New series 5-6-7-8-9-10) 


aaa ened a “panel back 
Jan.—June 1875 
Jul.——Dec. 1875 
Jan.—June 1876 
Jul.—Dec. 1876 
Feb.—Jul. 1880 
Aug.—Jan. 1880-81 


Magazines 


The Aram Public Library at Delavan 
will donate to any library that will pay 
transportation charges the magazines 
listed below. They are bound and in 
good condition. 

Century, old series, Nos. 30-33, 
35-37, 40. 

Scribner’s, 8-10, 18, 27, 28, 30-42. 





FOR BOYS AND GIRLS 


Books for Commencement Gifts for the 
Elementary School 


Compiled by Marcia Dalphin 


Adventures in reading. By May Lamberton 
Becker. Stokes, $2. 

Addressed to young people direct, this 
annual book opens up and makes most be- 
guiling a path to wide reading. 

Courage. J. M. Barrie. Scribner, $.75. 

A rectorial address given at St. An- 
drew’s University in 1922. Good sense, 
good fooling and a gallant spirit all com- 


pact between the covers of a very small 
book. 

Come hither. A collection of rhymes and 
poems for the young of all ages. By Wal- 
ter de la Mare. Knopf, $65. 

It is certainly an adventure in reading to 
own this book, particularly if one reads the 
enchanting notes in the back. 

Fairy tales. By Hans Christian Andersen. 
Illus. by Kay Nielson. Doubleday, $6. 

A time comes when we rub our eyes and 
realize that these are not just fairy tales 
but a philosophy of life to carry with us 
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always. Young people will enjoy owning 
a lovely edition like this, or the one with 
pictures by Dulac. 


The wind in the willows. By Kenneth Gra- 
hame. Scribner, $2.50. 
A kiss for Cinderella. By J. M. Barrie. 
Scribner, $1. 
The boy or girl who likes to read plays 
will enjoy all of ‘Barrie’s. 


The three musketeers. By Alexander Du- 
mas. Illus. by Maurice Leloir. Apple- 
ton, $3. 

This is the age for reading the best of 
tales of romance, of love and adventure. 
Tarkington’s Monsieur Beaucaire belongs 
here, and Lorna Doone. 


Northanger Abbey and Persuasion. By Jane 
Austen. Illus. by Hugh Thomson. Mac- 
millan, $1.40. 

It is impossible to stop with one cf Jane 
Austen’s. Inclination, if not positive duty, 
suggests an entire set. The girl who en- 
joys reading about real people will like to 
own also “Cranford” and “Jane Eyre’ and 
“The Country of the Pointed Firs,” and 
both boys and girls will like ‘““The Casting 
Away of Mrs. Lecks and Mrs. Aleshine’”’ 
and “Kim.” 


My garden of memory: an autobiography. 
By Kate Douglas Wiggin. Houghton, $5. 
Abraham Lincoln: the prairie years. By 
Carl Sandburg. 2v. Harcourt, $10. 
Distinctly a book to own, to get down 
from the shelf and read a bit in here and 
there when the mood is on you. 


Count Luckner, the sea devil. 
Thomas. Doubleday, $2. 
The current books of adventure on land 
and sea and in the air are being read by 
young people with the greatest eagerness. 
“We” and “Skyward,” “The Royal Road to 
Romance,” “Trader Horn,” are all well 
liked. 
A simple guide to pictures and painting. 
By Margaret H. Bulley. Dutton, $3. 
—Books, May 20, 1928. 


By Lowell 


WISCONSIN LIBRARY BULLETIN 


179 


Another Bookshelf for Girls 


To the Editor: 

I want to express my interest in the 
article in the March, 1928, Bulletin, A 
Bookshelf for Girls.” I used it as the 
basis of a talk before a girls’ group, of 
fourteen to eighteen years of age, and 
they had lots of fun counting how many 
of the books they had read in the vari- 
ous lists. I continued by reading the 
lists prepared for “Jo” and “Meg,” and 
suggested that we prepare a list for 
“Beth.” Following is the list and I 
think that you will agree that the ones 
that the girls chose, with no suggestions 
from me, were most appropriate: 

Webster. Daddy Long Legs 

Montgomery. Anne of Green Gables 
Kilmany of the Orchard 
Ferber. So big 
Abbott. Molly Make-believe 


Gaskell. Cranford 
Fox. Little shepherd of Kingdom 


come 
Peter Pan 


Barrie. 
Porter. Freckles 


Alcott. Old fashioned girl 

While the latter would not have been 
one that Beth could have read, on ac- 
count of its later publication, yet it is 
the fact that the girls picked out a type 
that would suit that pleased me. 

These were a group of grammar and 
high school girls, with a few who had to 
leave school to work. 

I hope that many others find the arti- 
cle of interest and use. 

Sincerely, 
(A Cape May, N. J., librarian.) 








AN ANNIVERSARY AND A HOLIDAY 
May Day, 1928 


With Mr. George Reddick, ’28, as a 
very able toastmaster, eighty-eight 
guests, including students, faculty, 
friends and alumni, were entertained at 
the May Day breakfast at the College 
Club on Saturday morning, April 28. 

Before sitting down to the breakfast 


*A reproduction of this picture (which 
appears also in this issue) was featured in 
the Milwaukee Journal, May 20, 1928. 


the class, with members of the faculty, 
had gathered on the steps of the club 
for the class picture, which will serve 
as a memento of the occasion as well 
as of the year’s associations.* The 
bright spring sunshine, and the gay 
colors of the spring dresses against the 
background of the broad lawn and the 
historic house, made a picture too that 
will linger in memory. 
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The breakfast tables were gay with 
May baskets of spring flowers, minia- 
ture May poles with fluttering ribbons, 
and the charming little Maypole dancers 
that are a legacy from ’26. 

Printed folders in green, with the 
breakfast menu and the program of the 
day, were at each place with place cards 
in the traditional catalog form and the 
orange baskets which added to the deco- 
rative scheme and formed the first item 
on the menu. 

The first speaker presented by Mr. 
Reddick was Mildred Hawksworth who 
responded to the toast, May Day. 

Class prophecies, read by Sarah D. 
Lamb and A Solemn Petition, presented 
by Helena Lukens, added to the merri- 
ment of the occasion. A little pageant 
by members of the class, arranged to 
introduce Anniversaries and Holidays, 
each girl representing a part of the book 
from title page to colophon, and from 
author to proof reader, led the toast- 
master to call on Miss Hazeltine, who 
told of the compilation of the work over 
a period of eight years and talked inter- 
estingly on the historical aspect of the 
various calendars which it comprises, 
bringing out also some of the significant 
associations of names and events that 
are brought together in this arrange- 
ment of days in calendar order. 

Continuing in holiday vein, the toast- 
master discussed various ideas for the 
celebration of a holiday, telling of the 
bus driver who on his one free day in 
two years borrowed a car and took his 
girl down to Janesville and of the post- 
man who took a good long walk every 
Sunday afternoon. “Miss Hazeitine has 
talked to us,” he said, “so she has had a 
holiday. We’ve listened, and we’ve had 
a holiday, and now Miss Reely will read 
and she will have a holiday.” Miss 
Reely read a poem by Struthers Burt, 
“No one loves the countryside,” as suit- 
able for any holiday of the year. 

Music for the morning was contrib- 
uted by Miss Sylvia Meyer, well known 
in University musical circles, whose two 
harp selections added a touch of rare 
beauty to the program. Spontaneous 
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and enthusiastic applause brought an 
encore. 

The guest of honor, Miss Mary Eileen 
Ahern, editor of Libraries, was the prin- 
cipal speaker of the occasion. She re- 
sponded in her usual happy vein to the 
toastmaster’s remarks on Chicago, and 
then proceeded to talk to the class on 
the opportunities and _ responsibilities 
opening out before them, telling them 
not to try to put into practice at once all 
that they had learned and giving other 
wholesome advice. 

For the final number the company as- 
sembled in the large library of the club 
where a group of the students presented 
a burlesque play with the following cast: 

The tragic atmosphere, Helen Deffner 

Bell ringer, Myr] Poland 

One half the curtain, Elizabeth Gore 

The other half, Eleanor Gittings 

Pages, Phyllis Bentley, Margaret Riley 

The King, Leila Neill 

The Queen, Blanche Pincus 

The Duke, Marion James 

The Fair Princess, Leone Bryhan 

In addition to Miss Ahern, the guests 
included mothers and friends of the stu- 
dents, and the following staff members, 
librarians, and alumni: 

Elizabeth A. Lathrop, Emily Moeser, 
Frances Hannum, Martha Merrell, Mar- 
garet L. Babcock, Gertrude Beals, Mar- 
ion E. Frederickson, Lillian Moehlman, 
Mrs. Mary Moran Kirsch, Harriet C. 
Long, Mrs. George Reddick, Prof. Helen 
C. White, Mrs. Mae R. Pearson, Katha- 
rine Middleton, Esther Friedel, Aileen 
E. MacGeorge, Mr. and Mrs. E. E. 
Witte, Grace V. Schoechert, Anna R. 
Moore, Elsie Bitter, Ruth P. Hayward, 
Hester Meigs, and Mary Corson. 

The general success of the morning 
was due to the following committees, 
each of which contributed ingenuity, 
tireless energy and good spirits: 
Arrangements: 


Cecilia Troye, chr. 
Lena Polson 


Dorothy Beedon 
Myrl Poland 


Vivian Robb Lucile May 

Program : Leila Neill 
Leone Bryhan, George Reddick 

chairman Toastmaster : 


Phyllis Bentley 

Jean Trowbridge 
Stunts: 

Alice Fox, chr. 


George Reddick 
In charge of class 

picture: 

Jeannette Murphy 
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TENTATIVE PROGRAM 


WISCONSIN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


37th Annual Meeting 


Milwaukee, Wisconsin, October 10-12, 1928 


Wednesday, October 10 
Registration 


Opening of the Convention 
Announcements 

Address of Welcome 

Response 

Address by Well Known Speaker 
Informal Reception 


Thursday, October 11 
Group Breakfasts at Hotel Pfister 


Service Through Books 
Ten minute talks on best Reference, 
Technical, Business, and Children’s books 
Outstanding Books of the Year 


Group Luncheons at Hotel Pfister 


Round Tables 
Reception and Tea 
First Wisconsin National Bank 


Banquet 

Address by Well Known Speaker 

“The Book I Have Enjoyed Most” 
by Several Librarians 


Friday, October 12, 1928 


Cataloging Conference 
Business Meeting 
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LIBRARY SCHOOL OF THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN 
By Mary Emogene Hazeltine, Principal 


What has come to be known as “Wal- 
ter Week,” when Mr. Frank K. Walter 
of the University of Minnesota gives a 
week of his time to the school, occurred 
this year between April 30 and May 4. 
The schedule was arranged to accom- 
modate Mr. Walter’s lectures on Print- 
ing and Binding and visits to Grimm’s 
Bindery and the Democrat Printing 
Company. Mr. Walter’s contribution 
to the course is one of the high-lights 
of the year. 

Mr. Lester’s lectures on Documents, 
Miss Akers’ on Buildings and Equipment 
and a lecture by Miss Long on County 
Libraries, accompanied by a display of 
maps and pictures, have been features 
of the regular course. 

Visits on the same morning from Mr. 
Walter M. Smith, university librarian, 
Dr. M. L. Raney, director of the Uni- 
versity of Chicago libraries, and Mr. 
William J. Hamilton of Gary gave op- 
portunity for an interlude, for the three 
men accepted an invitation to address 
the class and each spoke briefly on 
phases of his work, Dr. Raney discuss- 
ing the copyright law. 


Positions 


The following members of the class of 
1928 have accepted positions for the 
coming year: 


Wilma F. Adsit, children’s librarian in 
Branch, Public Library, Minneapolis, 
Minn. 

Emma L. Anderson, children’s librarian, 


Public Library, Eau Claire, Wis. 

Dorothy S. Beedon, children’s 
Public Library, Antigo, Wis. 

Phyllis D. Bentley, first assistant, Public Li- 
brary, Burlington, Ia. 

Leone G. Bryhan, acting librarian, 
Teachers’ College, Oshkosh, Wis., 
weeks during summer; librarian, 
College Library, Waukesha, Wis. 

Gertrude Buehler, teacher-librarian, 
Library, Gary, Ind. 

Mabel L. Deeds, returns as librarian, Public 
Library, Oxford, Ind. 

Alice L. Filett, school 


librarian, 


State 
for 6 
Carroll 


Public 


librarian, Public 


schools, Denver, Colo. 
Alice R. Fox, returns to college of Letters 


and Science for first semester to finish for 
bachelor’s degree. 

Rhea Gibson, librarian, 
School, Ellensburg, Wash. 

Elizabeth A. Gore, assistant, catalog dept., 
Public Library, Gary, Ind. 

Mildred M. Hawksworth, librarian, Bradley 
Polytechnic Institute, Peoria, Il. 

Meribah Hazen, branch librarian, High 
School Branch, Free Public Library, 
Madison, Wis. 

Sarah D. Lamb, assistant librarian and 
head of reference dept., Public Library, 
La Crosse, Wis. 

Marjorie A. Lidbeck, assistant, University of 
Southern California Library, Los Angeles. 


Laura I. Makepeace, returns as assistant, 
Colorado Agricultural College Library, 
Fort Collins, Colo. 

Lucile May, assistant, reference department, 
Minneapolis, Public Library. 

Jeannette J. Murphy, cataloger, Notre Dame 
University, South Bend, Ind. 

Myrl Poland, cataloger, Public Library, 
Janesville, Wis. 

Lena E. Polson, summer reviser, Library 
School of the University of Wisconsin 
head of reference and loan dept., Public 
Library, East Chicago, Ind. 

George Reddick, librarian, Winona Bible 
School, Ind., for summer; returns as libra- 
rian to Northwestern Military Academy, 
Lake Geneva, Wis. 

Leona M. Reineck, assistant, Public Library, 
Wisconsin Rapids, Wis. 


State Normal 


Margaret L. Riley, assistant, children’s 
dept., Public Library, Calgary, Alberta, 
Canada. 

Vivian Robb, branch librarian, Public 


Library, Aurora, Ill. 

Dorothy F. Siebecker, cataloger, Public Li- 
brary, Bau Claire, Wis. 

Anne Strlekar, librarian, 
Ladysmith, Wis. 

Jean Trowbridge, returns to High School 
Library, St. Joseph, Mo. 


Public Library, 


School Notes 


Miss Zona Gale has been elected hon- 
orary member of the class of 1928. 

Members of the faculty and students 
were given an opportunity to witness a 
delightful performance of marionettes on 
the evening of May 14 when the Arden 
Club presented Hester Meigs (’25) and 
her own marionettes in three puppet 
plays in Lathrop Concert room. The 
program consisted of three numbers, 
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Pyramus and Thisbe, A Chaucerian dis 
sertation on women, and Punch an 
Judy. Alice Fox and Helena Lukens 
of the class of 1928, members of th 
Alden Club, were on the committee o 
arrangements. 

Through the courtesy of Demco Li- 


brary Supplies, Madison, 4,000 copies of 3 year, and the Wisconsin Library School 


Women Down the Centuries and Today, 
compiled by Lucile May and Vivian 
Robb, have been printed for distribution 
at the Women’s World Fair in Chicago 
and at the A. L. A. This 16 page 
pamphlet is a selected list of books by 
and about women and has been com- 
piled by Miss May and Miss Robb at 
the request of the Women’s World’s 
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Fair and as a bibliography to meet the 
requirements of the Library School. 
Miss Susan G. Akers has_ been 
awarded a fellowship in the new grad- 
uate school of library science at the 
University of Chicago. The fellowship 
is one of four granted for the coming 


and its alumni as well will take personal 
pride in the well merited honor. The 
leave of absence which had been granted 
Miss Akers for the summer, following 
her appointment to teach in the Summer 
Session at Louisiana State University, 
has been extended to cover the academic 
year 1928-29. 





"ROUND THE CIRCLE 


Send all news items to Elizabeth Everett Wilson, Editor, Round the Circle, 
Wisconsin Free Library Commission 


Baraboo. Among the new books re- 
ceived recently is Hoyt’s New Cyclo- 
pedia of practical quotations, Granger’s 
New index to poetry and recitations and 
Who’s Who, 1928. 


Barron. Special collections on dis- 
play during the month were Bird books 
and bird house plans, Aviation, Poetry 
of Edgar Guest, Vocations for boys, 
and Lenten reading. 


Beaver Dam. At a recent meeting of 
the library board the following officers 
were elected: President, M. A. Jacobs; 
Vice president, E. P. Brown; Secretary, 
J. F. Malone. The possibility of estab- 
lishing a historical museum on the sec- 
ond floor of the library building was dis- 
cussed. 


Burlington. The March report re- 
cords the largest monthly circulation in 
the history of the library. During 
March 1928, the circulation was 3,606, 
which exceeds that of March 1927 by 
187 volumes. 


For the first three months of 1928 
Miss Neilsen made a survey of circula- 
tion. 


Authors who ranked first in popu- 


larity were Grace Richmond, Temple 
Bailey, Mary Roberts Rinehart, and 
Peter B. Kyne. Books written by these 
authors constituted 49.06 per cent of the 
fiction books read. Western stories 
were popular: 22.55 per cent of the 
books drawn from the library were in 
this class. Detective stories constituted 
7.88 per cent and historical novels fol- 
lowed with 2.49 per cent of the total cir- 
culation. 


Clinton. About 175 people were 
served at the Library Benefit Dinner. 
The proceeds were about $85. 


Cumberland. At the annual meeting 
of the board of trustees the officers of 
the past year were reelected. At this 
same meeting the Board unanimously 
decided to let the Boy’s Band have the 
use of the library lawn for its summer 
concerts and the American Legion the 
use of the lawn and building for its 
Home Coming celebration. It was also 
decided to close the library three days 
a week during July and August to give 
the librarian a vacation. 

There was an increase in circulation 
of 400 books in 1927. 
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Collections of German, Italian, Norwe- 
gian and Swedish books have been re- 
ceived from the Traveling Library. 


Fond du Lac. In observance of Na- 
tional Music week a display of books on 
music and musicians was arranged. 

A set of approximately 50 volumes of 
The Jesuit Relations and Allied Docu- 
ments that make up the Matilda Mer- 
rille collection is now worth more than 
$500. This library contains some valu- 
able “source” material. 


Fort Atkinson. The St. Paul’s Wal- 
ther League has given the library G. E. 
Hazeman’s The Prophet Jonah, a book 
of sermons of special interest. The 
Royce and Holstein Company has given 
The Home Builders’ Catalog for 1928. 
The Industrial Arts Magazine has been 
added to the list of periodicals. 


Galesville. A collection of 50 books, 
adult and juvenile, was received from 
the Traveling Library. 

Miss Bertha Schmidt presented to 
the library several books of standard 
titles. 

Members of the Girls’ Library Club 
are showing much interest in a “Rain- 
bow Merit System.” To complete the 
rainbow each girl will read a certain 
number of books on different subjects, 
learn a poem, and write an original 
story or poem. 


Green Bay. March set a new record 
for circulation. 16,449 books were cir- 
culated through the institution, a gain 
of 2,080 over that of the same month in 
1927. 

At the April staff meeting, Christine 
Flower discussed the Spanish epic. 


Janesville. Emily Moeser, librarian, 
talked to the Woman’s Missionary So- 
ciety about books interesting to mission- 
ary workers. 

A special display of garden books has 
been on exhibit. 

Myrl Poland, student at the Wiscon- 
sin Library School was appointed at a 
recent board meeting to the position of 
general assistant and cataloger. 
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Jefferson. May 12 was a day ap- 
pointed by the Board on which to remit 
all fines on overdue books. However 
long overdue, fines on books returned 
that day were cancelled. 


Kaukauna. The week of April 30 
through May 5 was bargain week. 
During that time anyone having a fine 
on his card could return the book and 
pay only half the fine. Beginning May 
7 several new rulings went into effect. 
One is that one having a fine of 15 
cents or more due on his card can not 
draw any books from the library. An- 
other is that no books can be drawn on 
a card having three separate fines and 
no books can be drawn after three no- 
tices have been sent until fine is paid in 
full. 

Miss Hornibrook, librarian, spoke at 
the weekly luncheon of the Rotary Club 
on the “Use of the public library.” 


La Crosse. During the first two 
weeks in May, overdue books were ex- 
empt from fines. 


Marinette. C. H. Law was appointed 
to succeed himself on the library board 
at a recent meeting of the council and 
Joseph Madden to succeed Michael J. 
Doyle, resigned. 

An exhibit of miniature models of the 
Monitor and Merrimac has been inter- 
esting the children in the Children’s 
Room. 

Collections of Bohemian, French, 
German, Polish and Scandinavian books 
are in use in the library. 


Mayville. The circulation for the 
first quarter of the year 1928, showed 
an increase of 1745 over the same period 
of 1927. This gain is twice the gain for 
the year 1927 over that of 1926. 


Menasha. The total circulation for 
the month of April was 6,005. Records 
show 1,091 visited the reference and 
reading room during April. 


Milwaukee. The first Jewish Book 
Week in Milwaukee was observed in 
May. It was opened with an exhibit of 
books at the Public Library. Books on 
Jewish life printed in both English and 
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Yiddish were on exhibit. More than 
2,000 rare and illuminating volumes per- 
taining to Jewish literature and history 
were in the group. 

Prof. J. M. O’Gorman of Marquette 
University presented the first of a series 
of three lectures before the staff on 
“The Evaluation of Books on Modern 
Psychology.” 


Milwaukee. First Wisconsin National 
Bank. Judge A. C. Backus and Mr. 
James L. White, one of its vice presi- 
dents, have recently given some books to 
the First Wisconsin National Bank 
Library. Mr. White is the grandson of 
J. S. Buck, who wrote the four volume, 
Pioneer History of Milwaukee and has 
given copies of that book to the library. 
Because of the celebration of the seventy- 
fifth anniversary of the bank on May 2 
the bank has been making a special 
collection of Milwaukee and Wisconsin 
histories. 


Neenah. A total of 5,246 books were 
borrowed during the month of April: 
8,077 were adult and 2,169 juvenile. 


Neillsville. The following notice 
comes from Lorena Kuehl, librarian: 


Vacation Reading Circle Club 


In order to stimulate directed sum- 
mer reading we are organizing through 
the Public Library a Vacation Reading 
Circle Club for boys and girls in the 
third grade through the eighth grade. 
These people will be divided into two 
groups: group one for 3, 4, and 5 
graders; group two for 6, 7, and 8 grad- 
ers. Each group will meet every two 
weeks during the summer at the public 
library to briefly discuss books read and 
good books to read. The members may 
read any books in the library suitable 
to age and grade, with a proper percent- 
age of non-fiction as well as fiction. 
There will be many new and attractive 
books to read. 

Each member will receive a booklet 
in which to list books read with a short 
review of each. As soon as anyone has 
read two books he will be given a Li- 
brary Club pin to wear reading, “I be- 
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long to the public library reading club.” 
On a chart in the library will be kept a 
record of the number of books read by 
each member. The boy or girl in each 
group who has read the largest number 
of books and the best books will receive 
a book as a prize at the end of the sum- 
mer. 


New London. A special appropria- 
tion of $1,200 has been asked for repairs 
on the library building. 


Oconomowoc. The April bulletin 
stated the total circulation for 1927 was 
27,105. This was an error—the total 
circulation was 34,774, 27,105 was the 
record of attendance for 1927. 

In April, the library had a very beau- 
tiful and interesting exhibit of facsimiles 
of the world’s famous diamonds, the gem 
for that month. 

Warning to other librarians comes 
from Oconomowoc. A beaded bag con- 
taining a sum of money belonging to 
Miss Jones, librarian, and $7.00 of the 
library money was stolen by a sneak 
thief. A suspicious acting character 
was seen about the library and it is be- 
lieved he may know something of the 
robbery. 


Oshkosh. Special groups of books 
have been displayed for “Better home 
week” and “Child welfare,” gardening 
and motor trails. The first books pur- 
chased with money given by the late G. 
A. Buckstaff have been on display. 

Applicants for appointment as page 
or apprentice in the future will have to 
pass a written examination, which will 
be a test in the applicant’s powers of ob- 
servation, accuracy, vision, and general 
resourcefulness. 


Racine. Preparatory to the vacation 
months, an exhibit of books and circu- 
lars on travel in many countries has 
been planned. Another exhibit of books 
in connection with the observance of 
Health Week was arranged. 

The contract for the supplying of fur- 
niture equipment for the branch library 
in connection with the new William Hor- 
lick high school was awarded to Yaw- 
man and Erbe Manufacturing Company. 
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Sparta. Mrs. Matucha recently gave 
35 new juvenile books. 


Spring Green. A gift of books has 
been received from George B. Evans of 
St. Louis. In the collection are 28 vol- 
umes of bound Atlantic Monthly maga- 
zines published during the Civil War 
and reconstruction period. 


Sturgeon Bay. C. H. Thordarson, 
Chicago inventor, when visiting the li- 
brary in April donated a collection of 
books valued at about $200. At his re- 
quest Miss Lown, librarian will make a 
selection of $200 worth of books on 
nature which he will give to the library. 


Viroqua. The appropriation for 1928 
was increased by $300. Mrs. Nuzum 
succeeds Mr. Proctor, resigned, as trus- 
tee. 


Watertown. The first consignment of 
books for the International Mind Al- 
cove has been received. These books 
are placed in various libraries by the 
Carnegie Endowment Fund. 

A lecture on Art by Dudley Crafts 
Watson under the auspices of the Board 
of Library Commissioners was given 
May 17. 

Duplicate copies of the National Geo- 
graphic Magazine have been given for 
clipping for the picture collection. 
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76 birds, seen in or near Watertown, 
have been registered in the bird register 
in the Children’s Room. 

The increase in circulation in 1928 
over the corresponding months of 1927 
was: February, 1375; March, 1750; 
April, 1356. 


Wausau. The contract for the erec- 
tion of a $70,000 addition to the library 
building was let in May. It is hoped 
the building will be ready for use in 
October. 


West Bend. Statistics in the annual 
report show a_ consistent increase 
through the year. 450 volumes, 101 of 
these being donated, were added during 
the year and 32 were lost or withdrawn. 
250 new borrowers were registered. 


Lists 


Appleton—Books for the gardener 
Ashland 

Baraboo 

Barron 

Burlington 

Chippewa Falls 

Kaukauna 

Kiel 

Manitowoc—Books about trees 
Platteville—Interesting annotations 
Portage—Forestry 

Rice Lake—Reviews 

Stanley 

Superior—Helpful reviews 
Waupun—Annotations 
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A SELECTED LIST OF CURRENT BOOKS 


Edited by Mary Katherine Reely 


Religion and Ethics 


Mygatt, Tracy D. and Witherspoon, 
Frances. The glorious company; 
lives and legends of the twelve and 
St. Paul. 1928. 3438p. Harcourt, 
$3. 225.9 

A book in which Biblical characters— 

Peter, Andrew, Paul, Thomas, Judas—are 


seen as living, every-day human beings. 
Of great value to clergymen, Sunday school 
teachers, and all others interested in Bible 
study; also good reading, as the literary 
quality is unusual. 


Neumann, Henry. Modern youth and 
marriage. 1928. 148p. Appleton, 
$1.50. 173.1 


A good book to circulate with Judge Lind- 
sey’s two works. Not exactly a reply to his 
“Companionate marriage’ but a temperate 
and well-balanced presentation of the other 
side of the picture. 


Social Problems 


Bassett, John S. The League of Na- 


tions. 1928. 415p. Longmans, 
$3.50. 341.1 
An impartial account of the functioning 


of the League of Nations in the important 
international controversies which have aris- 
en in Europe since the world war. The best 
book that has yet appeared on how the 
League of Nations is actually working. 


Selected articles on 
intervention in Latin America. 1928. 
295p. Wilson. 327 


Arranged in the form of a debate with 
brief, bibliography, and reprinted articles. 
Invaluable as debate material and of use 
for reference. 


Beman, Lamar T. 


Crecraft, Earl Willis. 
business. 1928. 508p. World Bk., 
$2.96. 330 


The first general treatise on the role of 
government in the present day economic life 
of this country. Full of facts and thought 
provoking. Deserving of the attention of 
all people interested in governmental prob- 
lems and economic policies. 


Government and 


Dorau, Herbert B. and Hinman, A. G. 
Urban land economics. 1928. 570p. 
Macmillan, $4. 333 


A book in Dr. Richard T. Ely’s Land Eco- 
nomics Series. The first general treatise on 
city real estate in the economic aspects. 
Valuable to students of the economic and 
social problems of cities and also to prac- 
tical real estate men who wish to get some- 
thing of a theoretical background in dealing 
with their daily problem. Comprehensive 
and authentic. 


Florence, P. Sargant. Economics and 
human behavior. 1928. 95p. Nor- 
ton, $1. 330 


A snappily written essay in which the at- 
tempt is made to redefine some of the funda- 
mental concepts in ecomonic theory in the 
light of present-day social psychology. Of 
interest to all teachers and advanced stu- 
dents of ecomonics. 


Johnson, Clifton, ed. The district school 
as it was. 1928. 171p. Crowell, 
$1.50. 379.17 


A reprinting of an old work published in 
1833. Of value as an authentic record of an 
New England school of the day. Facsimile 
reproductions of pages from old school books 
add interest. 


Mays, Arthur B. The problem of indus- 
trial education. 1927. 416p. Cen- 
tury, $2.25. 371.42 


This book does not deal with industrial 
education in all its phases, as the title im- 
plies, but with two special problems: (1) 
The history and present status of appren- 
ticeship and (2) the problem of industrial 
training for women. Intended primarily 
for classroom use. 


Robertson, David A. ed. American uni- 
versities and colleges. 1928. 884p. 
Scribner, $2.50. 378.73 


Valuable reference work giving data on 
all of the colleges and universities recog- 
nized by the American Council of Educa- 
tion. This information preceded by a thor- 
ough discussion of the organization of edu- 
cation in the United States. 


See Booklist 24:311 May '28. 
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Smith, Alfred E. Progressive democ- 
racy. 1928. 392p. Harcourt, $3. 
308 


The addresses and state papers of Gov- 
ernor Smith, will be of interest to those who 
want to analyze his public career. 


Science and Useful Arts 


Calkins, Ernest Elmo. Business the 
civilizer. 1928. 309p. Little, $3. 
659.1 


Primarily a defense of advertising for 
what it has contributed to civilization. 
Embodies several of the author’s contribu- 
tions to magazines, including ‘‘Beauty the 
new business tool” from the Atlantic. 


Dublin, Louis I. Health and wealth. 
1928. 361p. Harper, $3.50. 614 


The author is a statistician with the Metro- 
politan Life Insurance Company and the 
book is made up of fifteen addresses given 
before various audiences during the last three 
or four years. The subjects are of wide 
importance—the cost of medical _ service, 
tuberculosis, old age, birth control, etc,— 
and the authority of the author makes it 
well worth adding. 


Funk, John C. How to live longer. 
1928. 146p. illus. McKay, $1.50. 
613 


Advice on health humorously presented. 
May prove helpful where more solemn books 
have failed. Pen sketches in keeping with 
text. 


Haldane, J. B. S. Possible worlds, and 
other papers. 1928. 305p. Harper, 
$2.50. 504 

Short papers on scientific subjects that 
will interest the intelligent reader. Not 
popularized or written down, although non 
technical. 


Gates, Georgina Stickland. Modern cat: 
her mind and manners. 1928. 196p. 
Macmillan, $2. 599.7 


Cat lovers, and students of animal psy- 
chology will be interested in this scientific 
study wherein the author attempts to deter- 
mine whether cats reason, learn by imita- 
tion, have thoughts, emotions, ideas, per- 
ception of color and sound, etc. The writer, 
Assistant Prof. of Psychology, Barnard Col- 
lege, Columbia University, reveals a ready 
and sympathetic sense of humor as well as 
a scientific mind. 
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Harris, J. W. and Lacey, E. V. Every- 
day _ foods. 1927. 511p. illus. 
Houghton, $2.50. 641 


Arranged in text book form, with class 
problems, and could be used in upper grades 
or high schools. Good for project work; 
should also be helpful to the inexperienced 
housewife. 


Holmes, C. L. Economics of farm or- 
ganization and management. 1928. 
422p. Heath, $2.80. 631.1 


An introductory text in the fleld of agri- 
cultural economics. Written for college use, 
but suitable for anyone who wishes to begin 
the study of agricultural economics in a 
serious way. The most up-to-date and best 
book of its kind in this field. 


Miller, Elva E. Town and country. 
1928. 212p. Univ. of North Caro- 
lina press, $2. 630.1 


An interpretation for townsmen of the 
country point of view. Much of it good 
reading for the librarian who has rural con- 
tacts. 


Walsh, James J. Laughter and health. 
1928. 197p. Appleton, $1.50. 613 


“This is a serious book on _ laughter.” 
The author is medical director of Fordham 
university school of sociology and he devotes 
chapters to the relationship of laughter to 
each of the major organs of the body, show- 
ing its therapeutic value. 


Whitmore, Eugene R. Keeping young 
after forty. 19238. 208p. Apple- 
ton, $1.50. 613 


This is a book of sane practical sugges- 
tions for both men and women on the proper 
eare of the body. It discusses menaces to 
health and conditions of life which hasten 
old age. Its aim is to help the reader to 
keep a healthy body and healthy mental 
outlook. The author writes from experience 
as he has directed health and physical work 
in the American Army. Good index. 


Fine Arts 


Burbridge, Ben. Gorilla; tracking and 
eapturing the apeman of Africa. 
8323p. illus. Century, $3.50. 799.2 


A book on the animal life of Africa by an 
author who has made four expeditions into 
the country in the last fifteen years. Has 
several chapters on Buffaloes, Lions, and 
Elephants and other subjects in addition to 
the four which deal specifically with gorillas. 
Well illustrated. 





ey 
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Griffith, Coleman R. Psychology and 


athletics. 1928. 281p. Scribner, 
$2. 796.07 
Suggestive chapter headings are: How to 


hear and see well; Judging distances and 
rates of movement, Reaction time, Work, 
fatigue and efficiency. Worth the consid- 
eration of athletic leaders. 


Lutz, 
1928. 


E. G. Practical pen drawing. 
229p. illus. Scribner, $2. 
740 


The author’s other books on drawing are 
well known. This one with its numerous 
illustrations and simple directions will be 
equally helpful. 


O’Brien, Jack. Boxing. 218p. 
Seribner, $2. 796.8 
Technique of the “manly art of self-de- 
fence’ is analyzed in clear language by an 
expert. There are chapters on all phases of 
the game, from fundamentals, stance to 
countering, infighting, hooks and swings, and 
the uppercut. A book which should be ap- 
preciated by men and boys, and one which 
insists on the dignity of boxing as skillful, 
scientific sport. 


1928. 


Patterson, Frances Taylor. Scenario 
and screen. 1928. 232p. illus. 
Harcourt, $2. 791.4 


Devotes a chapter to each of the elements 
concerned in the making of a photo play, 
Author, Story, Continuity, Titles, Camera, 
Director, and so on, with a closing chapter 
on The Outlook. Has also a glossary of 


terms. Good if additional material is de- 

sired. 

Wills, Helen. Tennis. 1924. 214p. 
illus. Scribner, $2.50. 796.3 


A helpful supplementary book on tennis 
if the library has something more funda- 
mental. Of interest to women players par- 
ticularly. 


Literature 


Abbott, George and Bridgers, Ann Pres- 
ton. Coquette. 1928. 187p. Long- 
mans, $2. 812 or 822 
Sentimental and tragic drama that has 
been playing to large audiences in New 
York. 


Hillyer, Robert. The seventh hill. 1928. 
85p. Viking press, $1.50. 811 or 821 
While uneven in merit, some of these 


poems are very lovely. Somewhat sugges- 
tive of Henley, with a moribund note that is 
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like Housman. Imagery as in such lines as 
“The orange sands of afternoon,” “a sudden 
chime of bluejay notes,” is their chief char- 
acteristic. 


Jonson, Ben. 187p. 
Viking, $2. 822 


This is the edition of Ben Jonson’s play 
that the Theatre Guild has been producing 
in New York. The title page reads “A love- 
less comedy in three acts, freely adapted by 
Stefan Zweig, and translated from the Ger- 
man by Ruth Langner.” The names of the 
characters are Italian animal names and 
symbolize the characters. Volpone, for in- 
stance, is the fox. 


Volpone. 1928. 


Lowell, Amy. Selected poems; ed. by 
John Livingston Lowes. 1928. 244p. 
Houghton, $3. 811 or 821 


A good book for the small library that 
wants a representative collection of Miss 
Lowell’s poems. Expensive however. 


Shepard, Odell, and Hillyer, Robert, 
comps. Essays of today (1926-1927) 
392p. Century, $2.25. 814 or 824 


A truly excellent collection of modern 
prose writings, representing wide variety in 
subject matter, style and point of view. 
Thomas Masson on Speech, common and pre- 
ferred; Albert J. Nock on The decline of 
conversation; Stuart Chase on The dogma 
of “business first;” Henry S. Canby on 
Traveling intelligently in America; Edgar 
Lee Masters on James Whitcomb Riley, are 
some of the selections. 


James A. Shore Acres and 
1928. 329p. French, 
$2.65. 812 or 822 


Contains Shore Acres, Sag Harbor, and 
Hearts of oak,—three plays of importance 
in the history of the drama. Although they 
might “go” well with a Joseph C. Lincoln 
public, the similarity in theme, and their 
sentimentality may tend to make them un- 
popular today. The plays are accompanied 
by a biographical sketch of the author. 


Herne, 
other plays. 


Quintero, Serafin and Joaquin A. Four 
plays. 1928. 260p. Little, $2.50. 
862 


The liveliness and subtlety of these four 
Spanish plays—The women have their way; 
A hundred years old; Fortunato; and The 
lady from Alfaqueque—makes them delight- 
ful reading even in translation. Music is 
included for those snatches of song inciden- 
tal to the plays. 

































190 


Veiller, Bayard. The trial of Mary Du- 
gan. 1928. 144p. illus. French, 
$1.50. 812 or 822 

A melodrama that has had a successful 
run in New York. All the scenes take place 

in a court room, the play is given without a 

curtain, the audience playing the part of 

jury. 


History 


Lasswell, Harold D. Propaganda tech- 
nique in the world war. 1927. 
2338p. Knopf, $5. 940.31 


An impartial, well-written review of the 
“propaganda front’’ in the world war, both 
in the United States and in allied and enemy 
countries. A conclusive demonstration that 
modern warfare involves a “propaganda 
front,” as well as a “military front” and an 
“economic front.” Valuable to all persons 
who are interested in world war history and 
to all sociologists. 


Powell, E. Alexander. 
ders. 1928. 374p. illus. Century, 
$3.50. 940.5 

The author, a veteran traveler and ob- 
server has recently made journeys through 
some of the troubled areas of Europe—lItaly, 

Yugoslavia, Hungary, Czechoslovakia, Poland 

and the Baltic states. Of timely interest. 


Embattled bor- 


Ransome, Arthur. The Chinese puzzle. 
1927. 189p. Houghton, $2. 951 
Comments on the politics of the Far East 
by a British journalist who represented the 
Manchester Guardian and the Baltimore 
Sun. Presents the case of the Nationalists 
with sympathy. Brief sketches that are 
easy to read. 


Standing Bear, Luther. 
Sioux. 1928. 288p. illus. Hough- 
ton, $4. 970.3 

The author, one of the first Carlisle stu- 
dents, tells of his life, first as a wild Indian, 
then as a “civilized” one, as teacher, agency 
clerk, member of Buffalo Bill’s Wild West 
show and movie actor. Well told in simple 
dignified language, giving the Indian’s side 
of the land and paternalism questions. Will 
satisfy the reader of western novels, the boy 
who wants a vivid story, and the general 
reader who wants an interesting book. 


My people the 


Travel Guides 


Beckett, Samuel J. The fjords and folk 
of Norway. 1928. 311p. _ illus. 
Dodd, $3. 914.81 


With sections devoted to the Land, the 
People, History and an “Index” which lists 
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and describes in alphabetical order the prin- 
cipal places of interest, this makes a con- 
venient little handbook of the country. 
Not a guide book in the usual sense. A sec- 
ond edition of an English work. 


Sicily present and past. 
illus. Dodd, $2. 
914.58 


A little guide book arranged on a unique 
and convenient plan. Part 1 deals with 
Travel in Sicily, tells what to see and how 
to get there. Part 2 treats of the historical 
past of the places set forth in part one in 
the same order. So it is possible, if one de- 
sires, to turn to chapter 2 of the second part 
for the background to accompany the de- 
scriptive matter of chapter 2, part one. 


Brown, Ashley. 
1928. 188p. 


Hirst, W. A. Walks about London. 
n.d. 2386p. Holt, $2. 914.21 


Describes walks that may be taken out of 
London into the surrounding country, all 
into regions with literary associations. In 
large collections might well be added to the 
guide books on England. Well indexed. 


and 
1928. 


O’Kane, Walter Collins. Trails 
summits of the Adirondacks. 
8321p. illus. Houghton, $2.50. 

917.47 


A companion volume to similar books on 
the White and the Green Mountains. Pri- 
marily a book for the hiker, but full of in- 
formation for any one visiting the region. 
Map showing trails. 


Biography 
Bax, Clifford. Bianca Cappello. (Repre- 
sentative women ser.) 1928. 168p. 
Viking press, $2. 921 


This fascinating biography of a Venetian 
girl of the sixteenth century gives an excel- 
lent picture of those hot-blooded times, and 
through her marriage into the famous Medici 
family reveals more than a glimpse of com- 
plicated political intrigue. A book written 
with humor, appreciation, and historical ac- 
curacy. 


Dimnet, Ernest. The Bronté sisters; tr. 
from the French n. d. 256p. Har- 
court, $2.50. 920 

A sympathetic study from the pen of a 

Frenchman. The fresh treatment of the 

theme makes it a book for all Bronté read- 

ers, or students of English literature. Pri- 
marily a study of Charlotte. 

See Booklist 24:319 May ’28. 
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Hendrick, Burton J. The training of an 
American; the earlier life and let- 
ters of Walter H. Page, 1855-1913. 
1928. 444p. Houghton, $5. 921 

In addition to completing the record, this 


volume gives a good picture of Southern life 
in the period following the Civil War. 


Irwin, Will. Herbert Hoover. 1928. 
8315p. illus. Century, $3. 921 
Although undoubtedly intended as a cam- 
paign biography, is written with a personal 
touch that will make it delightful reading to 
many. 


Marquis, Thomas B. Memoirs of a 
white Crow Indian. 1928. 356p. 
illus. Century, $3. 921 


The author has taken down the story of 
Thomas Leforge, who became a member of 
the Crow tribe in Montana sixty years ago, 
took an Indian wife and shared the life of 
the tribe. Interesting as a story and for its 
picture of Indian life. 


Moran, Thomas F. American presi- 
dents. new ed. 1928. 318p. illus. 
Crowell, $2.50. 973 or 920 


Not only revised and brought down to date 
to include Coolidge but greatly expanded in 
its previous chapters—the additions ranging 
from a few paragraphs added to the sec- 
tions on Adams, Jefferson and Madison, to 
14 pages on Washington, 10 pages on Bu- 
chanen, 10 on Lincoln and 17 on Cleveland. 
A chapter Why great men are not chosen 
presidents is new. Six portraits and index. 


Fiction 

Abbott, Eleanor H. Love and _ the 

ladies. 1928. 304p. Appleton, $2. 

Six stories reprinted from magazines. 
Contents: The other Jasper; Thursday’s 
swan had a crumpled wing; Turkey in the 
oven; The prompt trousseau; The length 
and breadth of reality; The steps that went 
up into the sky. 


Atkinson, Eleanor. Johnny Appleseed. 
3841p. Harper, $1.50. 


A reprinting of this popular story about 
an historical Middle Western figure. 


Burt, Struthers. They could not sleep. 
1928. Scribner, $2. 


A collection of clever, dramatic short 
stories, in which the author disports himself 
with a vocabulary which may mystify the 
conventional reader. 
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Crawford, Nelson A. A man of learn- 
ing. 1928. 2738p. Little, $2.50. 


This belongs to the Babbitt school of lit- 
erature, for it is an ironical biography of a 
fictional college president—a satire on the 
modern business man type of educator. 
Clever and entertaining to those who know 
academic politics. 


Forbes, Esther. Mirror for witches. 
1928. Houghton, $2.50. 


Doll, whose parents were burned for 
witchcraft, is picked up by a skipper and 
brought to Salem where she grows up @& 
strange, elf-like creature who finds her only 
happiness in allegiance to the devil. Even 
during Doll’s trial for witchcraft, the reader 
is never quite sure whether the New Eng- 
land magistrates are not correct in their 
confirmation of her guilt. A unique tale, 
artistically written. 


Gibbs, George. The shores of romance. 
1928. 293p. Appleton, $2. 


A story of New Orleans in 1812. Tells 
the love story of a young American officer 
and a French girl and introduces Jean 
Lafitte as one of the characters. Stereo- 
typed plot—just a readable yarn. 


Gray, Charles W. ed. Deep waters. 
1928. 397p. Holt, $2.50. 
An anthology of sea stories. A good col- 
lection to have if sea stories are at all 
popular. 


Jordan, Elizabeth. Miss Nebody from 
nowhere. 1928. 286p. Century, $2. 


Although it uses the trite theme of lost 
identity this is a readable story with like- 
able characters. 


Kelland, Clarence B. Knuckles. 1928. 


289p. Harper, $2. 


The New York office sends Warren Cross 
up to Colchester, Vermont, to find out what’s 
wrong with the local mill. Janet, his wife, 
and Sarah, his sister, go with him. The 
Crosses are New Yorkers. None of them 
had ever climbed a flight of stairs to go to 
bed! This is the story of their adjustment 
to village life, complicated by the tale of 
villainy that accounts for the tangle in the 
mill. Ran serially in Saturday Evening 
Pest. 


Lynde, Francis. Blind mans _ buff. 


1928. 324p. Scribner, $2. 


A well-told story of mistaken 
Good for any library. 


identity. 
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McIntyre, John T. Stained sails. 1928. 
299p. Stokes, $2. 


A story of the slave trade on the Guinea 
coast with John Paul Jones, then a young 
man known as John Paul, as the chief char- 
acter. Ann Derbyshire, daughter of an 
English bookseller, who heartily detests the 
ugly trade in which John Paul is engaged, 
is the heroine. Not too long and rather 
simply and directly told. 


Overton, Grant, ed. Cream of the jug. 
1928. 336p. Harper, $2. 


A good collection of humorous stories by 
such writers as Ring Lardner, P. G. Wode- 
house, H. C. Witwer and Montague Glass. 


Thompson, Edward. These men, thy 
friends. 1928. 319p. Harcourt, 
$2.50. 


An account of the campaign in Mesopo- 
tamia, hinging on the friendship of a group of 
men, including a medical officor, a surgeon 
and a Roman Catholic priest. The purpose 
is to show the reactions to war of educated, 
fine men. Will appeal to the thoughtful 
reader, including many readers of With 
Lawrence in Arabia. 


Tynan, Katharine. The respectable lady. 
1928. 3808p. Appleton, $2. 


A story of an English country neighbor- 
hood. There are many characters and the 
action is slow in getting under way, but 
there is enough once it is started to hold in- 
terest. Somewhat old fashioned in its point 
of view, so will appeal to one group of read- 
ers. 


Van Buren, Maud and Bemis, Katharine 
I. comps. Mother in modern story. 
1928. 355p. Century, $2. 


The compilers of Christmas in modern 
story now add this useful volume suitable 
for Mother's day or for general reading at 
any time. Stories by Hamlin Garland, Bess 
Streeter Aldrich, Ruth Sawyer, Mary E. 
Wilkins Freeman, Edith Wharton, and 
others. 


Whitlock, Brand. Big Matt. 1928, 
284p. Appleton, $2. 


A novel of politics, built around the re- 
lationship of a newly-elected governor and 
his “boss.” A straightforward, uncompli- 
cated plot that men will follow with interest. 
Appeared in the American Magazine. 
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Wiley, John. Queer street. 1928. 


283p. Scribner, $2. 


Story of the family life that went on be- 
hind the brownstone front of one of the 
houses on Queer Street. The two sons and 
three daughters grow up, the girls are given 
coming-out parties, and each meets an indi- 
vidual fate. Well written and holds inter- 
est. 


Children’s Books 


Jay, Mae Foster. Rag house tales. 
1927. 184p. illus. Wilde, $1.50. 


A little girl goes with her father to north- 
ern Mexico where he is engaged in survey- 
ing for a new railroad line. Her adventures 
while living in a tent on the great desert 
make a most interesting story. 


Lesterman, John. A sailor of Napoleon. 
1927. 3814p. Harcourt, $2. 


“This story, of especial interest to older 
boys, is well told by the young hero.” Tells 
of the friendship between a French lad, 
fighting against Nelson, and a young Eng- 
lish prisoner of war. 

See Booklist 24:252 Mar. ’28. 


Olcott, Virginia. Household plays. 
1928. 275p. Dodd, $2. 812 or 822 


Eight simple dramas to be used with 
junior high school people, either in the school 
room or with boys’ or girls’ clubs, each play 
centering upon some staple which adds to 
the comfort or attractiveness of the home. 


Rodgers, Esca G. Careers. 1928. 187p. 
Appleton, $1.50. 371.42 


A book on vocational guidance in which 
Esca Rodgers takes the boy with him for 
private conversations with experts in Jour- 
nalism (William Allen White); medicine 
(Dr. William Mayo); Salesmanship (Louis 
Liggett); law (Franklin Roosevelt); busi- 
ness (Irving Bush); farming (Don Case- 
ment); foreign trade (Julius Klein) ; teach- 
ing (Stratton Brooks); engineering (John 
Hays Hammond). Usable with senior high 
school boys. 


White, Nelia Gardner. And Michael. 
c1927. Penn, $1.50. 


A pleasant story—chiefly for girls—telling 
how Mary Humphrey becomes a martyr to 
her responsibilities as housekeeper during 
her querulous great-aunt Lucy’s visit. Al- 
though she nearly loses her comrade Mich- 
ael’s friendship, she finally realizes the fool- 
ishness of her attitude and the long-antici- 
pated summer is not ruined. The last of a 
trio of stories. 


pepe vires 
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